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Section ii. The Questioning of the Tomb. When the body
has been buried and the mourners have dispersed, the spirit
The "Question- returns to ^ body to undergo the Questioning
ing of the           of the Tomb (Su'dl-i-qabr) at the hands of the

Angels Munkir and Nakir, whose terrible aspect
is described. If the deceased is a believer and gives satis-
factory answers to their questions on his beliefs, they leave
him in peace, saying, "Sleep as the bride sleeps in her
bridal chamber," and they enlarge his Tomb as far as the
eye can see, and open from it a door into Paradise, so that
the air of Paradise enters it and gladdens the occupant.
But if he is an unbeliever, they revile him and beat him with
their clubs, and fill the tomb with fire; and he cries out in
agony, so that if men and Jinn could hear, they would die
of terror. But the animals hear, and that is why a sheep
grazing or a bird gathering grain will suddenly stop and
shiver and listen intently. Those of the Shf'a who are
buried at KarbaU are said to be exempt from this Question-
ing, and some believe that the whole plain of KarbaU, rid
of all impurities, including the bodies of unbelievers and
hypocrites, will be bodily transferred to Paradise. The
good deeds and kindnesses of the dead may take the form
of a beautiful companion who will bear them company in
the tomb and dispel their loneliness1.

Section iiL The Squeezing of the Tomb. It is not certain
whether all are subject to this, or only the unbelievers. This
squeezing is not confined to those who are
buried in the ground, for those who are hanged,
drowned or eaten by wild beasts are equally
subject to it. After the Questioning and the Squeezing, the
spirit again leaves the material body and reunites with the
subtle invisible body. Opinions differ as to whether this
last always existed within the material body, or apart from

1 This affords an interesting parallel to the Zoroastrian belief set
forth in the Arda Virdfndma.